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Now is the winter of our discontent 
Made glorious summer by this sun of York 
                       -   Richard, Act I, i 
 
And therefore, since I can not prove a 
lover 
To entertain these fair well-spoken days, 
I am determined to prove a villain 

                - Richard, Act I, i 
 
Never hung poison on a fouler toad. 
Out of my sight!  
Thou dost infect my eyes. 
                        - Lady Anne, Act I, ii 
      
Was ever woman in this humour wooed? 
Was ever woman in this humour won? 
I'll have her, but I'll not keep her long. 
                          - Richard, Act I, ii 

Thou elvish-marked, abortive, rooting hog! 
  - Queen Margaret, Act I, iii 
 

A horse! A horse! My kingdom for a horse! 

Slave, I have set my life upon a cast, 
And I will stand the hazard of the die: 
                       -  Richard, Act V, iv 

What we will be learning 
   In studying Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Dracula and 
Frankenstein, students explored the19th century 
gothic novel, the complexity of scientific and religious 
beliefs and practices, and the intertwining of good and 
evil in man. 
   As preparation for the study of Richard III, 
students were asked to read A Rose for the 
Crown (Anne Easter Smith, 2006), a modern 
fictional account of Richard III and his mistress, 
depicting Richard in a more historically accurate 
fashion than the diabolic portrayal of him in 
Shakespeare’s 1591 play.  In addition, students 
will be viewing the film, Richard III (1995), starring 
Ian McKellen, set in a pre-WW II fascist England.  
In their study of the play and a viewing of its film 
interpretation, students will 
 create a character web and write a test to   

demonstrate understanding of the 
relationships of the play’s dramatis personae, 

 learn how Shakespeare uses language for a 
wide range of effects, and 

 adapt a part of the play (language, culture 
and/or setting) and perform it to demonstrate 
the universality and timelessness of 
Shakespeare’s work. 
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Coming Next: Poetry 
Building on Shakespeare’s rich use of 
language, students will be engaged in: 
 
 learning and using a wide range of 

literary devices 
 writing and performing a variety of 

poems 

How far are you willing to go to get what you want? 



Specific Learning Targets: Reading/Viewing/Writing/                  
Representing/Oral Language 
 
It is expected that student will be able to 
 

 Compose questions to guide their reading, listening, or viewing 
based on what they already know about a topic 

 Describe how tone and mood affect the drama of a play 
 Interpret and report on information from more than one source 
that they have read, heard, or viewed to develop and support 
positions on a variety of topics 

 Compare the features and relative merits of different 
communications, such as those created by the same author but 
adapted to different media and/or time period 

 Develop focussed inquiry questions related to increasingly 
complex topics 

 Create a variety of academic, technical, and  personal 
communications including debates, research reports, oral and 
multi-media presentations, and personal essays 

 Establish and use criteria to evaluate group processes, their own 
contributions to them, and the results of  their work 

 
   
 
 
 
 
                                                                                      
 
                                                                                                                                     

Useful websites for the study of Richard III: 
http://www.richardiii.net 
Students add their own: 
 
 


