
    How do our prejudices guide our decisions? 

Merchant of Venice 

Comedy 
The casket plot: 
O me, the word ‘choose!’ I may nei-
ther choose whom I would nor refuse 
whom I dislike 
                           Portia, Act I, ii 
 
The ring plot: 
This house, these servants and this 
same myself/Are yours, my lord: I give 
them with this ring;/Which when you 
part from, lose, or give away 
Let it presage the ruin of your love. 
                       Portia, Act III, ii 
 
                       But when this ring 
Parts from this finger, then parts life 
from hence: 
                           Bassanio, Act iii, ii 
 

Tragedy 
The bond plot: 
 . . .let the forfeit/Be nominated for an 
equal pound/Of your fair flesh, to be 
cut off and taken/In what part of your 
body pleaseth me. 
                       Shylock, Act I, iii 
 
Hath not a Jew eyes . . .The villainy 
you teach me, I will execute, and it 
shall go hard, but I will better the in-
struction. 
                       Shylock, Act III, i 
 
The quality of mercy is not strain’d,  
It droppeth as the gentle rain from 
heaven/Upon the place beneath: it is 
twice blest;/It blesseth him that gives 
and him that takes: 
                     Portia, Act IV, i 

What will we be learning? 
In the last novel, The Curious Inci-
dent of the Dog in the Night-time, 
we learned about point of view and 
direct and indirect characterization.  
Building on those skills, we will be 
changing genre to drama where 
characterization and word play com-
bine in a play that is both tragedy 
and comedy: Merchant of Venice. 
 
Comedy in Shakespeare’s time was de-
fined as a play with a happy ending. Some 
of its characteristics were: 
mistaken identities 
lots of puns 
young lovers overcoming some difficulty, 

usually presented by an adult 
 
Tragedy, on the other hand, has an un-
happy ending, including 
a series of bad decisions 
a protagonist who accepts the conse-

quences 

           
 
dramatic irony 
pun 
comic relief 
aside 
prose 

  What’s  
   next? 

February  2010  English 9 at DT  phansen@vsb.bc.ca 



Specific Learning Targets 
 

It is expected that students will 
 
ORAL LANGUAGE 
 
 be able to describe in their own words what happens in each Act 
 demonstrate active listening by asking questions of, and answering 

questions from their classmates 
 be able to recognize the difference tone makes in reading a character’s 

part 
 perform, individually, a character’s part using visual aids, gestures, and 

vocal techniques  
 work together in pairs and groups to perform a part of the play 
 
READING AND VIEWING 
 
 read together and on their own the summaries of each scene of the play     
 make inferences using the literary techniques of pun, comic relief,  

dramatic irony, and soliloquy 
make inferences and draw  conclusions based on various  videos of 

parts of the play 
 
WRITING AND REPRESENTING 
 
demonstrate understanding of the character relationships through a 

character web and test 
demonstrate understanding of the elements of comedy and tragedy in 

the play    
make connections between text and literary terms  
 identify key elements of the casket plot, the ring plot and the bond 

plot 


